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day, namely, the doubt that is now so much abroad and fraught with so 
much danger and the evil effects of which are so often charged up 
against universities. His thesis is that doubt is essential to real be- 
lief. Hence his first chapter is the confession of doubt and then fol- 
lows an account of the difficulties in the ordinary view of things, es- 
pecially that of science since its rise. Its limitations are thought to 
be objective, specialistic, agnostic, although there may possibly be 
value in these essential defects of experience. The writer discusses, 
too, the personal, the social, the vital and the formal in experience. 
Descartes is taken as an early modern doubter. The most elaborate 
chapter is a characterization of the doubter's world, which is reality 
without finality; while really there is perfect sympathy between the 
spiritual and the material and a genuine individuality culminating in 
immortality. The last theme is doubt and belief. There is no closer 
approximation to the very basis of duty than the principle: Whatever 
is is right; and this is the summing up of the whole matter. 

Erotische AZsthetik, by Ernst Subak. Ernest Hoffman, Berlin, 1908. 
PP- 79- 
To this curious mind, the psychic activities are the highest form of 
an aesthetic sex function. The pleasure of procreation is irriadiated 
into and diffused through all art and even science, and every form of 
knowledge which is penetrated by any degree of interest and appreci- 
ation. Love in ascribing worth to a person does so to conserve the 
lover's own ego. ^Esthetic appreciation is a sex function of the brain. 
Music, fine arts, philosophy, categories of knowledge of the external 
world, are explained so simply and beautifully and easily that it really 
is a marvel that it was left to our late day and to this youthful writer 
to explain all the problems of the noetic world at once by his "erotic 
aesthetics." 

L' Ideal Modetne: La Question Morale — la Question Sociale — la 
Question Religieuse, by Paul Gaui/tier. Hachette & Cie, Paris, 
1908. pp. 355. 
The writer divides his exposition of the subject into three parts: 
moral, social and religious. In the first, he shows its independence, 
describes the renaissance of the antique ideal and defends individu- 
alism. In treating social morality he lays down the laws of public 
and private charity and solidarity, for justice and injustice, for the 
social antinomy that arises between liberty and equality, and finds its 
solution in liberal socialism. He then discusses the relations between 
religion and morals, and between science and faith, with a history of 
the latter and of revelation; and to conclude, characterizes the religion 
of the modern spirit. He retains the point of view of what he calls 
integral spiritualism. 

Morals: a treatise on the psycho-sociological basis of ethics, by G. L. 

DupraT. Translated by W. J. Greenstreet. The Walter Scott 

Publishing Company, London, 1903. pp. 382. 
The writer first treats of the method, discussing under its caption 
ethics, metaphysics, religion, scientific morality and the modes of 
ethical research. In the second part, under the caption of the psycho- 
logical ideal, he treats the moral will, liberty and morality, the 
moral tendencies, the moral individual, determinism and immoral 
actions. Under the social ideal, he treats of social evolution, rights, 
the state, the economic organization, the family, friendship and the 
collective sentiments; and under part four, the struggle against im- 
morality, the ethical sanction and moral education. As a whole the 
work is somewhat abstract, but it breathes the spirit of Ribot, Paul- 
han, Janet, Ferri and others. 



